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PA Energy Policy Has Created 53,000 Jobs,
Could Be On the Chopping Block in Harrisburg
A Bill to Gut PA’s Energy Efficiency Programs Could Mean Job Loss,
Higher Energy Prices for All Pennsylvanians
(HARRISBURG) - As early as next week, Pennsylvania lawmakers could vote on legislation – SB 805 – that
would impact the Commonwealth’s most economically successful clean energy program.
Known as Act 129, the energy efficiency and conservation program, run by Pennsylvania’s utilities, is
credited with supporting tens of thousands of Pennsylvania jobs while helping state businesses and
residents save energy and save money on utility bills.
“Over the course of eight years, Act 129 has grown Pennsylvania’s energy efficiency economy into an
industry that now employs 53,000 workers spread across all 67 counties in the Commonwealth,” said
Matt Elliott, Executive Director of the Keystone Energy Efficiency Alliance (KEEA), a trade association
representing 50 companies working in Pennsylvania’s energy efficiency industry.
Jobs in the energy efficiency industry include construction workers, engineers, manufacturing line
workers, scientists, product developers, researchers, and many other professions. Many of the companies
are small to medium-sized businesses, while others are large national and multi-national corporations
that were attracted to Pennsylvania because of Act 129’s program offerings.
“Act 129 is an example of good policy that benefits all Pennsylvanians while driving job growth,” said J.R.
Tolbert, Vice President of State Policy at Advanced Energy Economy. “Over the past ten years, the energy
efficiency industry in PA has grown an average of 7.3% per year, or an average of 3,900 jobs per year. As
a result, we’re retrofitting more homes and businesses to help them save energy and save money. We’re
engineering our new building stock to be more efficient than ever. And we’re developing state of the art
energy-saving products and devices here in Pennsylvania.”
Pending legislation, Senate Bill 805, would allow special treatment for Pennsylvania’s largest companies.
The biggest energy consumers in the state could voluntarily choose to “opt-out” of paying for the state’s
Act 129 energy efficiency programs, yet still benefit from the programs’ role in suppressing state-wide
energy prices.
By reducing state-wide energy demand, efficiency programs help reduce the need to build new power
plants, which are far more expensive to electricity customers than efficiency and conservation programs.
While Pennsylvania legislators could vote on the bill in the coming weeks, it is unclear the extent of
potential job loss under SB 805. Up to one-third of all electricity consumers could “opt-out.”
To date, there have been no public hearings on the bill, and no independent analysis to project economic
impact and job loss under various scenarios.

“Every year, more and more Pennsylvanians earn a good living in the energy efficiency industry,”
concluded Elliott. “Protecting our successful energy efficiency policies is a proven way for lawmakers to
stand alongside these workers, grow our economy, and cut constituents’ energy bills. With jobs on the
line, why would the Senate rush this bad bill through?”
PA Clean Jobs Report URL: https://energywisepa.org/sites/energywisepa.org/files/CleanJobsPA.pdf
###
The Keystone Energy Efficiency Alliance (KEEA) is a non-profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(6) corporation dedicated to promoting the energy
efficiency and renewable energy industries in Pennsylvania. In 2006, KEEA was founded in response to the pending expiration of
utility rate caps in Pennsylvania and the state’s lack of energy efficiency policies. With over 50 business members as well as
nonprofit and government partners, KEEA advocates on behalf of clean energy on the local, state, and federal levels. By representing
the interests of the clean energy industry in Pennsylvania, KEEA is growing the market for energy efficiency and helping the
Keystone State secure a prosperous, sustainable tomorrow.
Advanced Energy Economy is a national association of businesses that are making the energy we use secure, clean and affordable.
Advanced energy encompasses a broad range of products and services that constitute the best available technologies for meeting
energy needs today and tomorrow. AEE’s mission is to transform public policy to enable rapid growth of advanced energy
businesses. AEE and its State Partner organizations are active in 25 states across the country, representing more than 1,000
organizations in the advanced energy industry. www.aee.net @AEEnet

